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Public Roads in Illinois

Local Jurisdiction (Local Roads)
 County Highways
 Township/Road District Roads
 Municipal Streets

State Jurisdiction (IDOT)
 State Highways
 US Highways
 Interstates
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Illinois Highway & Street Facts
2016

146,664 miles of Non-Toll Public Roads

130,745 miles (89.15%) = Local Roads 
carrying 39.5% of the traffic

15,919 miles (10.85%) = State Jurisdiction 
carrying 60.5% of the traffic
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Illinois Highway & Street Facts
2016

146,664 miles of Non-Toll Public Roads

16,490 miles (11.2%) = County Highways
72,602 miles (49.5%) = Township / Road 

District Roads

14



Highway User Fees Collected by State
(A Portion Returned to Roads)

Motor Fuel Tax (MFT)
 Paid at the Pump

Motor Vehicle Revenue (MVR)
 Paid at Secretary of State

 Vehicle Registration
 Driver's License
 Certificates of Title

55



VERY IMPORTANT POINT TO BE MADE.

Local Roads share directly in the revenue stream of 
MFT but they do NOT share directly in the MVR 

revenue stream.

In other words,

if the MFT revenue collected by the State increases,
Local Roads share of that revenue

automatically increases proportionally.

If the MVR revenue collected by the State increases,
Local Roads receive none of that increase.
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE ILLINOIS MOTOR FUEL TAX FUND 

7

CFink
Sticky Note
This is the only portion of the state-collected highway user fee continuous revenue stream that is shared on a percentage of revenue basis through formula to invest in Local Roads.  Local Roads receive no percentage share of MVR.  MFT hasn't been increased since 1990.  Percentage to Local Roads last increased in 2000 from "Illinois First".



State Collected Highway User Fees
[$ Millions]
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Sticky Note
Motor Vehicle Revenue has been increased numerous times since MFT was last increased in 1990.  Local Roads have received no percentage share of those annual revenue stream increases.  The result is that Local Government must bear all the expense and liability but does not receive back a proportionate share of the fees paid by the traffic Local Roads carry.  No other segment of our transportation system must generate from their users roughly double the revenue they receive back.  Some other segments actually directly collect their user fees and receive additional state funding assistance.



Illinois’ Non-Toll Public Road 
Mileage

1983
12.5%

87.5%

IDOT Local

2016
10.9%

89.1%

IDOT Local
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1983 Statistics

Traffic Carried (VMT)

69.7%

38.1%

IDOT Local Roads

Distribution of Fees from Traffic

61.3%

38.7%

IDOT Local Roads
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Sticky Note
Local Roads used to have equitable sharing of the state collected highway user fee revenues they generated.  



2016 Statistics

Traffic Carried (VMT)

60.5%

39.5%

IDOT Local Roads

Distribution of Fees from Traffic
*(Does Not Include Capital Projects Fund)

55.7%

21.2%

23.1%

IDOT Local Roads Not Returned

*
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Sticky Note
The highway user fee revenue generated by Local Roads and collected by the State is now roughly double what is distributed back through formula to reinvest in those Local Roads.  The MVR raised by Illinois Jobs Now and deposited in the Capital Projects Fund is roughly $320 Million/year which is roughly another 10% that is not deposited with IDOT but does pay for bonds for IDOT's program.  This pushes IDOT's share over 60%.



SO,
Local Roads:

 Carry 40% of the statewide traffic
 Generate 40% of the Highway User

Fees Collected by the State
 Receive back only 21.2% of those fees

That’s 53¢ for every $1 generated!
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Sticky Note
A return to Local Roads of 53¢ for every $1 paid by the traffic carried by Local Roads is not a sustainable investment of highway user fees.  No reasonable person would willingly invest in such a return on investment.  It's certainly not what motorists expect from the fees they pay to use the system.



DELIVERING EFFICIENT, EFFECTIVE, AND STREAMLINED 

GOVERNMENT TO ILLINOIS TAXPAYERS 
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Unfunded State Mandates on
Local Governments in Illinois

1

COUNTY
Low High

T
A
S
K

F
O
R
C
E

Public Pension $   250,000 $    500,000 
Collective Bargaining & Interest Arbitration 250,000 1,000,000 
Worker's Compensation
Health Insurance 500,000 1,000,000 
Prevailing Wage 50,000 100,000 

Roads and Bridges1 58,330 96,556,490
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Sticky Note
You can see that the task force estimated a $1 Million annual cost for the largest unfunded mandate for any county.  You can also see that IACE calculated the actual road and bridge unfunded mandate at a cost over $96 Million as the largest impact for any county.

That's a ratio of over 96-to-1.  In other words the magnitude of the road and bridge unfunded mandate is over 96 times any other unfunded state mandate to counties.



Unfunded State Mandates on
Local Governments in Illinois

3

TOWNSHIP/ROAD DIST.
Low High

T
A
S
K

F
O
R
C
E

Public Pension $  25,000 $   50,000 
Collective Bargaining & Interest Arbitration
Worker's Compensation 25,000 50,000 
Health Insurance 25,000 50,000 
Prevailing Wage 10,000 25,000 

Roads and Bridges1 900 486,810
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Sticky Note
You can see that the task force identified a $50k annual cost for the largest unfunded mandate for any township/road district.  You can also see that IACE calculated the actual road and bridge unfunded mandate at a cost over $486k as the largest impact for any township/road district.

That's a ratio of over 9-to-1.  In other words the magnitude of the road and bridge unfunded mandate is over 9 times any other unfunded state mandate to townships/road districts.



MFT Revenue/Costs vs. Purchase Power
Counties in Illinois
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IACE studied the bid costs for the predominant items of county highway maintenance paid by County MFT.  The result is that the 2014 costs for the average county were 248% of the 2000 costs.  That's an increase of 148%.  The 2014 MFT distributions were 1.3% less than the 2000 MFT distributions which returns Counties to levels prior to "Illinois First".  The result is a 60% reduction in County MFT purchasing power.  The average County could only afford to maintain 4 miles in 2014 for every 10 they maintained in 2000.



MFT Revenue/Costs vs. Purchase Power
Townships/Road Districts in Illinois
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Sticky Note
IACE also studied the bid costs for the predominant items of township and road district road maintenance paid by Township/Road District MFT.  The result, very similar to that of the Countys', was a 59% reduction in Township/Road District MFT purchasing power.  The average Road District could only afford to maintain 4 miles in 2014 for every 10 they maintained in 2000.

IACE does not have municipal data so municipal streets were not included in the study.



County Highways and Township/Road District Roads 
Miles of Deferred/Suspended Preservation

Total Mileage = 89,084

20,300 23,400 27,200
31,800

36,700
42,000

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Miles of Deferred/Suspended Maintenance - Existing Revenues
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Sticky Note
IACE also studied the deferral and suspension of basic maintenance to protect and preserve the county highway and township/road district road systems.  You can see that by next year IACE projects that nearly half (47%) of the system will be suffering from deferred or suspended maintenance.  In addition, not shown here is the reduction in the frequency and type of maintenance treatments to protect and preserve the remaining portion of the system due to the lack of revenues.  The resulting shortened life and increased rehabilitation and reconstruction costs are also not shown.



MFT Revenue/Costs vs. Purchase Power
Tazewell County, Illinois
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We provided our Tazewell County data for the IACE studies as well.  In addition, we updated our data through 2017 as you can see here.  Unfortunately, you can see that our situation is worse than the average county's.

Our 2017 costs were 332% of our 2000 costs.  That's 3.32 times our 2000 costs.  Our 2017 MFT distributions were 17.1% below our 2000 MFT distributions.  The result was a 75% loss of our MFT purchasing power from 2000 to 2017. 

We could only afford to maintain 2.5 miles in 2017 for every 10 miles we maintained in 2000.



Net Effect

We are watching our Local Road system, 
particularly the rural areas, slowly degrade 

back to conditions from an earlier time. We’re 
watching it slowly return to dirt and mud.

20

CFink
Sticky Note
This is a life-safety issue.  The more susceptible roads are to weather, the more likely a heavy load will sink into the road and become stuck in wet and soft conditions.  Periods of extended rain and periods of thawing are examples.

Hopefully the heavy load is not an ambulance or fire truck responding to an emergency.

Constituents on these roads and the entire farming community pay the same increases to register their vehicle or fuel up at the pump.  Why should their roads be sacrificed while improvements occur elsewhere?



Existing MFT - CY 2017

• $297 Million in MFT thru Existing MFT Distribution Formula:
o $  97,594,431 to Cook County
o $106,514,352 to Remaining 101 Counties
o $  92,638,919 to Townships/Road Districts

• No Bonds

• No Continuing Authorization

Needs Based on IACE Studies 

Motor Fuel Tax Fund   
Balance 

Local Portion 
54.4% 

Municipalities   
49.10% 

Counties Over     
1,000,000 Population 

16.74% 

Townships/Road Districts 
15.89% 

Counties Under   
1,000,000 Population 

18.27% 

$297 Million 
Existing Annual Revenue 

$0
Bonds 
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Sticky Note
Counties and Townships/Road Districts received $297 Million in MFT Revenue in CY2017 and no Bond proceeds.  This shows the existing MFT DISTRIBUTION formula which works exceptionally well for basic maintenance of the overall system.



Transportation Needs - 2019 

• $650 Million New Annual Revenue thru Existing MFT Distribution Formula:
o $213,770,000 to Cook County
o $233,310,000 to Remaining 101 Counties
o $202,920,000 to Townships/Road Districts

• $320 Million/Yr = $3.2 Billion in Bonds thru Existing MFT Distribution Formula
o Systemwide Upgrades for Safety and Mobility

• Protect New and Existing Funding Streams with a Continuing Authorization

Needs Based on IACE Studies 

Motor Fuel Tax Fund   
Balance 

Local Portion 
54.4% 

Municipalities   
49.10% 

Counties Over     
1,000,000 Population 

16.74% 

Townships/Road Districts 
15.89% 

Counties Under   
1,000,000 Population 

18.27% 

$650 Million 
New Annual Revenue 

$3.2 Billion 
Bonds 

22
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Sticky Note
The IACE studies show that an ADDITIONAL $650 Million in new annual revenue needs to be distributed through the existing MFT DISTRIBUTION formula to restore basic system protecting and preserving maintenance.  This is regardless of the source of revenue.

An additional $3.2 Billion in strategic system-wide rehabilitations, replacements and improvements have also been identified.  These could be funded with bond proceeds paid by an additional annual revenue stream of $320 Million.  The funding needs to be delivered system-wide through the existing MFT DISTRIBUTION formula.
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mrogers
Typewritten Text
Full Maintenance
Reduced Maintenance
After 10 Years of Increased MFT
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luke.hohulin
Typewritten Text
McLean County - Current Maintenance Plan
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luke.hohulin
Typewritten Text
McLean County - Future Maintenance If MFT Tripled
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collin.frantz
Typewriter
Full Maintenance = 10 Miles

collin.frantz
Typewriter
Partial Maintenance = 29 Miles

collin.frantz
Typewriter
Towanda Township - Current Maintenance Plan 

jerry.stokes
Typewritten Text
McLean County Township - Example
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collin.frantz
Typewriter
Towanda Township - Future Maintenance If MFT Tripled 

collin.frantz
Typewriter
Full Maintenance = 32 Miles

collin.frantz
Typewriter
Partial Maintenance = 7 Miles

jerry.stokes
Typewritten Text
McLean County Township Example



 

Piatt County 
Current MFT 

10 Year Maintenance 

Plan 

Reduced Maintenance 

56 Miles 

Full Maintenance          

29 Miles 
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Piatt County 
IF MFT TRIPLED 

10 Year Maintenance 

Plan 

Full Maintenance          

85 Miles 
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TAZEWELL COUNTY
Current MFT
10 Year Maintenance Plan

APPLICATION LEGEND

FULL MAINTENANCE

REDUCED MAINTENANCE

15 MILES

187 MILES

30
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TAZEWELL COUNTY
IF MFT Tripled
10 Year Maintenance Plan

APPLICATION LEGEND

FULL MAINTENANCE

REDUCED MAINTENANCE

202 MILES

0 MILES

31
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Craig Fink, P.E.
County Engineer

Tazewell County, Illinois

Tazewell County Highway Department
21308 IL Route 9

Tremont, IL  61568

Phone:  309-925-5532
E-Mail:  cfink@tazewell.com
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