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McHenry County and area schools
create McAid agreement

The McHenry County Regional Office of Education is uniting the Emergency
Management Agency, State’s Attorney’s Office, and all local school districts, to share
resources when responding to emergencies.

The McAid Alliance is an intergovernmental agreement amongst the McHenry
County Regional Office of Education, the McHenry County Emergency Management
Agency, and all school districts in McHenry County, said Regional Superintendent of
Schools Diana Hartmann.

Alliance members will share aid, without liability, if they can assist in the event of
natural or man-made disasters. Grants that are awarded to the alliance can be shared
among members to pay for training and materials — a collaboration which will decrease
overall costs. Hartmann began training efforts by offering all districts a certified threat
assessment trainer within their district for four years.

“McHenry County has been a statewide leader when it
comes to sharing services and coordinating resources,
and | can think of no cause more important than the safety
and well-being of our schoolchildren,” Hartmann said.

All superintendents from the 18 school districts and the
Special Education District of McHenry County that the ROE
serves have expressed support for McAid and have either
already brought McAid before their boards for a vote or intend
to do so. The districts have a combined 90 school buildings and related facilities.

The McAid Alliance will streamline response times and ensure the most effective
deployment of resources in times when every second counts. The Emergency
Management Agency is also participating in the alliance to bring its own resources
and expertise to bear should the need arise while the State’s Attorney’s Office offered
legal guidance when it came to crafting the intergovernmental agreement.

“By joining this intergovernmental effort as a cooperating agency, we reaffirm our
shared commitment to protecting our community, including our students and educa-
tors,” State’s Attorney Randi Freese said. “True safety depends on preparation,
coordination, and partnership, and this agreement represents all three. We will
continue to do our part to ensure every child and staff member in our schools have
the safest environment possible.”
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Federal Grant Support
Program (Round 2)

The lllinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity’s (DCEQ)’s
Federal Grant Support Program will
make $16.9 million available to lllinois-
based proposals seeking competitive
federal grants. This match program will
encourage more applicants to apply for
federal grant opportunities, provide
critical assistance to meet the minimum
match eligibility requirements, increase
the competitiveness of applications, and
provide the State of lllinois with an oppor-
tunity to make a firm commitment and
demonstration of support for projects that
are well aligned with the State’s economic
development goals and priorities.

The anticipated number of awards is
30 with an award range of $10,000 -
$2,000,000. Entities must be pre-qualified
for applications to be considered. For
more information about the program,
including links to the NOFO and
application, visit https://dceo.illinois.gov/
or contact Chad Phillips, lllinois DCEO at
CEO.FedGrantMatch@illinois.gov.



LakeComm’s new 911 Emergency Communications

Center goes live

The historic consolidation, the largest

of its kind in Illinois, has a strong
emphasis on staff, by promoting well-
ness, providing enhanced technology,
increased training opportunities, and
mentoring for future leadership
positions.

NEWS & UPDATES

Effingham County Board is considering
a reduction in its committee structure
from eight standing committees to as few
as five. The change may make it easier
to find board members willing to serve
and reduce overall meeting time.

lllinois Dept. of Revenue has taken in
about $180M in late or unpaid taxes so
far through the tax amnesty program
that started in October.

Williamson County Sheriff Jeff Diederich
has transformed unused jail space into a
revenue source by securing partnerships
to house federal inmates. "In 2022, the
jail generated only a few hundred
thousand dollars annually from housing
agreements," Diederich said. "Today,
that number exceeds two million dollars
per year.” Williamson County Jail does
not house individuals detained solely for
immigration violations.

Lake Consolidated Emergency Communications
(LakeComm) is now officially operational at the Regional
Operations and Communications (ROC) Facility in Libertyville,
lllinois following the successful completion of a two-week
consolidation of 911 and public safety communications services
for 30 police and fire agencies across Lake County.

“The completion of the LakeComm transition represents an extraordinary accom-
plishment and the culmination of more than a decade of work. We are incredibly
grateful for the leadership of Lake County, the consolidating PSAPs, and all our mem-
bers agencies whose collaboration made this possible,” said LakeComm’s Chairman
Kevin Timony. “Together, we’ve built a system designed to deliver exceptional 911
service for years to come. This effort stands as a true testament to what government
can accomplish when we work together toward a common goal.”

Over the course of 10 days concluding on November 6, LakeComm staff executed
a plan that consolidated seven ECCs and 30 police and fire agencies in Lake County.
This plan also reduced six Emergency Telephone System Boards into a single Joint
Emergency Telephone System Board.

Earlier this summer, Lake County celebrated the completion of the ROC with a
ribbon cutting event to showcase the state-of-the-art facility. This achievement is the
result of over a decade of dedication and hard work. From planning and design to
funding and implementation, local public safety leaders, the Lake County Board, and
local, state, and federal officials have worked tirelessly to turn this vision into reality.

With this final step, LakeComm is setting a new standard for emergency communi-
cations in the region. The consolidation of 30 agencies into one unified system will
reduce call transfers, improve response times, enhance coordination and inter-
operability, and provide a model for future advancements in public safety. For more
information visit lakecomm911.org.

Connecting with future attorneys!

Winnebago County States Attorney J. Hanley had a great day connecting
with future attorneys at the NIU College of Law Public/Public Sector Open
House earlier this month. Two of the office’s current 711 interns, Carley and
Ethan, joined him to share what it's really like to work in the county office. In
addition to learning about admissions strategies, the program also included
a student panel, mock class, tour and lunch with current law students.

“Our internship program gives law students the chance to gain hands-on
courtroom experience before graduation and the bar,” said Hanley. “We
always appreciate the opportunity to meet with students and showcase the
impactful work they can be part of with our team.”




Collaboration clears path for rural fiber expansion

in Marshall County

Marshall County officials, the Illinois
Office of Broadband, and Surf Internet®,
gathered on November 6 at Lake Wildwood
near Varna, lll., to celebrate ongoing fiber-
optic construction funded through a com-
bination of state and private investment.
The event underscored how cooperation
between county officials and Surf advanced e
the Connect lllinois grant project in this - | -
largely rural area. s
Delays had mounted early on as Surf
navigated county permitting requirements,
common across lllinois, that require
utilities to obtain individual easements or
consent forms from every property owner -
along the construction route. The rule,
designed to protect landowners’ rights, h
can make broadband expansion challeng- S d R F I nt e rn et
ing: when even one property can’t be 3 " ,
accessed, it can prevent service for sur-
rounding homes and businesses.
Through a collaborative problem-
solving process, county leaders and Surf

Members of the Lake Wildwood Association, representatives from the lllinois Office of
) ) Broadband, Marshall County leaders, and the Surf Internet team gathered on Nov. 6 at
Internet worked together to find a practical | ke Wildwood, outside of Varna, Ill., to celebrate new fiber construction made possible

solution that kept construction on through the Connect lllinois program and private investment from Surf Internet.
schedule to meet the grant’s end-of-year

deadline. Without a resolution, the funding and the residents set to benefit from it

would have been at risk. The county ultimately approved a framework that allowed Surf
to install fiber safely within a narrow corridor along county roads, thereby eliminating cn “ST“ “ cTI 0 "

the need for individual easements.

The agreement cleared a key barrier and set construction in motion to connect
273 homes and businesses near and within the Lake Wildwood community before the
end of the year.

“This wasn’t an easy process, but it shows what’s
possible when people stay at the table and work
through challenges together,” said Travis
McGlasson, Marshall County Board Chair. “We’re
proud of the teamwork that kept this build on track
and grateful to everyone who helped make reliable,
high-speed internet a reality for our residents.”

Progress is being made at Rend Lake
Resort in the heart of southern lllinois in
Franklin and Jefferson counties. Crews
are completing a variety of construction
and renovation projects, including new
walls, flooring, roofing, and HVAC sys-
tems. Rotted wooden decks are being
replaced with composite non-slip decking.
IDNR plans to be finished with renova-
tions in the spring of 2026 with the goal
of reopening the entire Resort and
Conference Center in 2027.

Across lllinois, permitting challenges like those faced in Marshall County have
delayed or complicated broadband projects. The approach developed here could help
guide other counties preparing for upcoming broadband investments through the
Connect lllinois program and the federal Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) initiative, which together will direct hundreds of millions of dollars toward
expanding rural internet access over the next few years.

“The progress in Marshall County reflects the kind of collaboration that’s needed
statewide,” said Scott Franko, Director of Business Development at Surf Internet.
“When local governments and providers work together to clear roadblocks, broadband
can be built faster, reach farther, and serve more people.”

The Lake Wildwood build, supported by $650,158 in Connect lllinois grant funds
and more than $850,000 in private investment from Surf, includes nearly 18 miles of
new fiber. An adjacent build in Magnolia, completed earlier this fall, added another
3 miles and connected 136 homes and businesses.

lllinois Capital Development Board
announced Vanir/Milhouse Joint Venture
team as the Construction Management
Advisor for ‘RISE IDOC: Rehabilitation

Surf Internet is an innovative fiber-optic internet company that serves as the essential gateway to and Restoration Inside Safe Environ-
connectivity across the Great Lakes region of lllinois, Indiana, and Michigan. Learn more at ments’ — an initiative to transform Logan
https://surfinternet.com. and Stateville correctional centers.



Kankakee County votes “yes” on efficient buildings

“We highly encourage other counties to take advantage of
these program,” said Matthew Alexander-Hildebrand,
Kankakee County Board Chairman. “By modernizing our
infrastructure, we’re not only reducing energy consumption,
we’re making a responsible investment that will deliver
financial and environmental returns for years to come.”

With a unanimous thumbs up, the Kankakee County Board is saying
yes to energy efficiency across its facilities. The main county building,
constructed in the 1920s, along with two adjacent facilities, the State’s
Attorney’s Office and Department of Education building, have all received
efficiency upgrades through the ComEd Energy Efficiency Program.

The program helps business and government customers save money and
energy through incentives, upgrades, and professional upgrade recommenda-
tions. Counties, townships, and local agencies can receive financial incentives
for improvements such as lighting, refrigeration, and HVAC upgrades. A qualified
Front lobby area with updated fixtures that create a energy engineer or Energy Efficiency Service Provider provides a free energy
brighter, more welcoming entryway. assessment to identify ways to reduce energy use, costs, and environmental
impact. Customers can also use free tools like the ComEd Business Energy
Analyzer to uncover additional opportunities for energy efficiency and savings.

Upon learning that ComEd incentives and bonuses would help cover many of the
upfront costs, all 28 county board members voted in favor of the upgrades.

To date, more than 1,500 light fixtures have been replaced with energy-
efficient ones across the three buildings, including 800 in the main facility alone.
New HVAC units are slated for installation next spring. The County Health
Department has also enrolled in the program, with efficiency improvements
scheduled for installation next fiscal year. The upgrades are already delivering
visible results that extend beyond energy savings. Each office now has lighting
tailored to its workspace, creating a brighter, more open environment that even
makes the space feel bigger. Tenants and staff are noticing the difference
because of it — and they’re enjoying a brighter workplace.

The county is seeing strong results, with first-year savings topping 413,000
kilowatt hours (kWh) and more than $173,000 in incentives. The project not
Upgraded lighting in the records room improves only modernizes facilities but also demonstrates Kankakee County’s commit-
visibility and reduces maintenance needs. ment to environmental responsibility and smart fiscal management.

Kankakee County’s success shows energy efficiency investments pay off in
more ways than one—lower costs, more comfortable workplaces, and a
reduced environmental footprint. Counties looking to save money and update
their buildings can turn to programs like the ComEd Energy Efficiency Program
to make smart, practical improvements.

Pictured left:

The boardroom’s
upgraded fixtures
deliver cleaner, more
consistent illumination
for meetings and
public sessions.

Pictured right:
Office areas now
feature modern,
energy-efficient
ceiling lights.

For more information
about the ComEd
Energy Efficiency
Program visit
www.comed.com.




“It’s been 30 years since
Starved Rock has benefited
from a significant trail improve-
ment project like this,” said
IDNR Director Natalie Phelps
Finnie. “The park, the lodge and
other amenities will never close
during this project.”

Starved Rock State Park, including the Starved Rock Lodge and other park amenities, will remain open to visitors during an
$18 million trail improvement project that is expected to get underway this winter and continue through 2026. The work will
allow the lllinois Department of Natural Resources to reopen several closed trails and expand the hiking and recreational
opportunities at Starved Rock, which is lllinois’ most visited state park, attracting more than 2 million visitors annually.

The park, in LaSalle County, features numerous timber trail bridges,
stairways, boardwalks and retaining walls that have deteriorated over the
years and require repairs or replacement. In addition to making trails safer
and more accessible, the project will enable IDNR to better control erosion
and protect plants and habitat from excessive foot traffic.

The lllinois Capital Development Board is executing the project. It's part
of a total $37.2 million state investment in Starved Rock State Park, which
also includes constructing a sanitary wastewater system, upgrading the
water filtration system and replacing vault toilets.

Visitors may notice work occurring as soon as this month as workers
begin tree removal. Most of the visible construction, which may include
transporting materials to remote areas of the park via barge and helicopter,
will happen in 2026.

“Starved Rock brings millions of visitors to our region each year, supporting local restaurants,
hotels and small businesses,” said State Senator Sue Rezin. “| have worked for years with
IDNR to help secure funding for much-needed infrastructure improvements at Starved Rock,
and | am happy to see this commitment to repairing the park’s aging trails and bridges.

(Ycomed | Energy Efficiency

Reveal hidden energy savings
at your facility.

The optimized Business Energy Analyzer (BEA) Michael Clayton and his wife
from ComEd gives you new ways to utilize your Gail both of Charleston, lllinois,
facility's energy use data, helping you pinpoint passed away together in a
high-use periads and recommending solutions tragic car accident. Mike

for energy efficiency upagrades earned his bachelor’s degree
from Eastern lllinois University,
where he went on to dedicate
many years to the athletic
department as a manager be-
fore retiring. Mike was serving
as a District 2 Coles County
Board Member, continuing his
lifelong commitment to his
community.

Scan the QR code or visit
ComEd.com/BEA to analyze
your energy and start your
savings journey.




Cook County Assessor releases Housing Market Tracker

“While this data was available previously, it was difficult for
non-experts to understand,” said Cook County Assessor Fritz
Kaegi. “Now, for the first time ever, homeowners, journalists and
policymakers have a free and accessible tool to see what’s going
on in their local real estate market and across Cook County.”

The Cook County Assessor’s Office published its new Housing
Market Tracker, a first-of-its-kind, interactive map that shows real estate
trends and individual sales in Chicago community areas and Cook
County municipalities.

The Housing Market Tracker contains data on sale prices from 2020
to 2024 across different residential property types — single-family homes,
condos, and multi-family buildings with 6 units or less. The Assessor’s Office
receives these sales from the lllinois Department of Revenue and uses them to
fulfill its statutory duty of updating assessments to follow market trends.

The Tracker shows that many regions of Chicago and surrounding munici-
palities that used to be more affordable have seen the biggest price increases
from 2020 to 2024. The South Side community area of Englewood has seen
median prices nearly double, from $58k to over $100k. Prices in the City of
Harvey have more than doubled.

“My job, under lllinois law, is to adjust assessments so that they follow these
market trends. The upside of these increases is that, for current homeowners,
their equity has increased because the value of their home has increased,” said
Assessor Kaegi.

“But the downsides are many: it's become harder to be a first-time home-
owner, and these assessment increases can cause property tax spikes. While
we have to follow the market, rising unaffordability and unpredictable tax jumps
are injustices in our property tax system that must be fixed. That's why I've
been advocating for affordable housing legislation to build affordable rental
housing, and for property tax relief to prevent tax spikes for the most vulnerable
homeowners."

The CCAOQ’s existing Affordable Housing Special Assessment Program
(AHSAP) is on track to cover 15,000 properties by the end of 2025. AHSAP pro-
vides incentives for housing providers to maintain and build affordable housing
for working-class renters across Cook County.

The CCAO has also advocated for circuit breaker legislation, a property

tax relief program that helps those homeowners whose property taxes increase
beyond their ability to pay. Recent research by the CCAO shows that nearly

o ——— . 250,000 households in Cook County have experienced a tax bill spike of at
— —— — IS S, L least 25% in recent years.

i : The Assessor’s Office is tasked with estimating the fair market value of
property in Cook County. That means determining what an individual piece of
property might sell for in an arm’s-length transaction.

The Housing Market Tracker contains sales data from 2020 through 2024.
The CCAO’s residential assessments have become much fairer since 2018.
A recent analysis by Professor Christopher Berry at the University of Chicago

: found that these fairer assessments have saved the owners of low- and middle-
— i E priced homes $1.9 billion in property taxes.

1 The CCAO also recently released its Home Value Report, which allows
homeowners to see the real estate data and sales that were most important for
determining their home’s assessment.

In the Housing Market Tracker, by clicking on a neighborhood, users can
explore individual sales. In the Village of Winnetka, a lakefront home sold in
. 2022 for $12.75M. The map also shows price trends. For example, in Chicago’s
/ West Englewood, median sale prices for single-family homes have more than
doubled — from $65k in 2020 to $143k in 2024.

Users can also identify individual sales by community area and municipality,
filter these sales by age and other property characteristics, and explore more
details through the CCAQO’s website.
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NEWS & UPDATES

Union County has become the fourth
county under the CASA of Southern
lllinois banner, providing court-appointed
advocates for children entering the foster
care system. It also operates in Jackson,
Johnson and Williamson counties.

A new website has launched for the
Thirteenth Judicial Circuit covering
Bureau, Grundy, and LaSalle counties.
The site will improve public access to
court information including jury duty,
court procedures and rules, online
access to forms and filings, and access
to remote hearings. To learn more visit
https://www.13thjudicialil.gov/.

Madison County Board approved a
special use permit for Roxford Solar to
build a commercial solar farm in
Chouteau Township. As part of negotia-
tions, the firm agreed to extend its
setback, plant two rows of evergreens,
and increase its security bonding.

Dale Berman, Kane County Board

Kane County Board member Dale Berman, who had served District 2 since 2020, passed
away at the age of 91. He is remembered as a longtime, dedicated public servant and a strong
voice for his community. Berman was the chairman of the Board’s Finance Committee and also
served on the Administration, Executive, County Development, and Transportation Committees.

“Dale’s leadership, integrity and commitment to public service have left a lasting impact on our
community,” said Kane County Board Chairman Corinne Pierog. “His work as a public servant, from
his time as mayor of North Aurora to his contributions on the County Board, shaped Kane County
in countless ways. He was a trusted colleague and friend, and his absence will be deeply felt.”
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The 16th Judicial Circuit has launched its new Court Wayfinding Kiosks, located in
the Kane County Judicial Center. These kiosks are designed to help court goers find
essential information about the court buildings and their court date.

“We are proud to expand the public's
resources to better maneuver the 16th
Judicial Circuit. These resources will help
defendants and court viewers feel more
comfortable in what can be an intimi-
dating place.” said Peter Marszalek, head
of Judiciary IT.

There are four kiosks total in the Kane
County Judicial Center, with one located on
each level, across from the elevators. The
kiosks display a variety of information, including maps of the buildings and specific
room locations, Americans with Disabilities Act Accommodation Information, and
website links for more information regarding the 16th Judicial Circuit and the Kane
County Circuit Clerk's Office. Additionally, court goers are able to view their court dates
and locations by searching with their last name and case number. The kiosks are able
to be viewed and supply details in both English and Spanish.

These kiosks may expand their accessory selection in the coming months. The 16th
Judicial Circuit provides these tools to create a navigable and accessible courthouse
experience for all.

IN LOVING

A

Berman was a North Aurora resident for more than 60 years, serving four terms as mayor and 11 years as a trustee
before joining the Kane County Board. One notable piece of Kane County history: Berman sold and installed the County’s
first computer system at the Circuit Clerk’s office during his time as an IBM engineer and salesman.

In 2021, North Aurora trustees honored Berman by naming the silo along the Fox River “Berman Tower.”




Big Muddy Solar project marks construction milestone

by Brandyn Wilcoxen, The Southern lllinoisan

Arevon Energy and representatives from across Jackson
County hosted a groundbreaking event on November 18 to
celebrate the construction of a solar facility along lllinois 127.

The Big Muddy Solar project recently began construction
south of Vergennes, with an estimated completion date of late
2026. More information on the project was published in the
Oct. 16 edition of The Southern lllinoisan.

Kevin Smith, CEO of Arevon Energy, said getting construction
started on the Big Muddy Solar project is perhaps the hardest
part of the process.

“It takes years for a project to get to this point,” Smith said.
“We’re making sure that the local leaders and community is
engaged with it and understands the technology, tax issues,
permitting, and we have to interconnect with the main utility.”

Smith said the energy generated from the facility will be sold
to the grid, which is then distributed as needed.

Jackson County Board Chairman C.J. Calandro touted the
project’s estimated $12 million in tax revenue over its expected

life, which aims to provide a steady revenue source for the county.

“This is the kind of dependable, direct investment rural
communities like ours rarely receive,” Calandro said.
“The property tax revenues will support our local
schools, our first responders, our infrastructure and
essential services that keep Jackson County strong.”

Matt Hickam, Regional Superintendent of ROE 30, highlighted
its presence in the Elverado school district, which should serve
as a vital, steady funding source.

Jackson County Board Chairman C.J. Calandro speaks at the
groundbreaking ceremony of the Big Muddy Solar project.

“Stability in local funding allows districts to invest in what
students need most. Excellent teachers, safe facilities, quality
instructional materials, and the supports that help children thrive
academically and socially,” Hickam said.

Brian Chapman, chairman of the Jackson Growth Alliance,
said the project will help diversify the county’s energy and
revenue sources.

“For years, Jackson County’s economy has been shaped by
higher education, healthcare, manufacturing and transportation,”
Chapman. “Projects like Big Muddy Solar add something new,
clean energy development, a sector that is growing, competitive
and aligned with national investment trends.”

Top photo from left: Murphysboro Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Dawn McClerren, Jackson County Board Chair C.J. Calandro,
Arevon Development Manager Jemma King, Arevon CEO Kevin Smith,
Jackson Growth Alliance Chair Brian Chapman, Youth Police Camp
Coordinator Justin Haney and ROE 30 superintendent Matthew Hickam.

John Deere Equipment Purchasing Program

Illinois local governments are eligible to receive discounts on John Deere equipment
through a purchasing program established by the IACBM and Deere & Company. Visit
www.ilcounty.org for more information and to view the discount schedule.




Pike County Chief Deputy graduates from Executive

Management Program

The Pike County Sheriff’'s Department has announced that
Chief Deputy Zachary Orr has successfully graduated from the
Executive Management Program at Northwestern University’s
Center for Public Safety.

Chief Deputy Orr completed the three-week, 120-hour Executive
Management Program held at the Naperville Police Department.
This prestigious program is designed specifically for law enforcement
executives and command-level supervisors seeking to enhance
their leadership and management capabilities in a complex, evolving
public safety environment.

“Professional education and leadership training are
essential to maintaining the highest standards of
service to our community,” said Chief Deputy Orr. “This ] ] ] ]
program has provided valuable insight into modern Ch!ef Deputy Za_chary Orr (left) with Cook County Sheriff's Police
leadership practices that will help strengthen our Chief Leo Schmidt.

department and improve our ability to serve the citizens Environments, Media Relations, Officer Recruitment and Selec-

of Pike County.” tion, Assessment, Promotion and Risk Management.
Through this comprehensive program, participants gain the
The curriculum provides advanced instruction in key areas of knowledge and skills necessary to lead with professionalism,
law enforcement administration, including Critical Incident integrity and innovation. Chief Deputy Orr’s successful comple-
Command, Crime Prevention Strategies, Information Technology, tion of this program demonstrates his continued commitment to
Data Collection, Discipline and Accountability, Ethics, Executive professional development and to the advancement of the Pike
Image, Human Resources, Leadership in Politically Charged County Sheriff's Department.

When Madison County retires its vehicles, they don'’t just disappear — they
find new life in other communities. The county recently sold two decommis-
sioned trucks to the city of Venice for $2 and auctioned off 16 other surplus
vehicles, generating more than $23,000.

Madison County Board Chair Chris Slusser said the effort reflects the
county’s commitment to both fiscal responsibility and community partnerships.

“By reusing and reselling county vehicles, we’re

not only generating revenue but also helping smaller
communities that may not have the budget for new
equipment,” Slusser said. “It’s a win for taxpayers
all around.”

Venice Mayor Phillip White said the city was grateful
for the county’s support. “These trucks will go straight to
work for our Street Department and Animal Control,”

White said. “For a small city like ours, this kind of assis-
tance makes a real difference.”

Procurement Director Bianca Jackson said the county’s surplus vehicle
program has been in place for nearly two decades and prioritizes offering
retired vehicles to other governmental entities before sending them to auction.

“Each vehicle is evaluated to determine the best course of action —
whether it can be repurposed, reassigned, or sold,” Jackson said. “From
surplus to service nothing goes to waste.”

Slusser said the auction and donation program demonstrate how the
county “finds value even in vehicles past their prime.”




Sangamon County Sheriff’s Office launches new

public safety app

Sangamon County Sheriff Paula Crouch has launched a new
mobile application designed to make it easier for residents to access
sheriff's office services, receive updates, and communicate directly
with the department. The app, available for iPhone and iPad, brings
several commonly used tools together in one place and serves as
part of the office’s broader effort to strengthen public outreach.

The app provides users with direct access to inmate searches,
sex offender information, jail details, records requests, and press
releases. Residents can also submit non-emergency tips, view
upcoming events, connect with TRIAD and senior services, explore
the Sheriff’'s Explorers program, and complete forms such as ride-
along requests. A dedicated “Citizen Connect” feature allows users
to communicate with the department through interactive forms.

The department developed the app to provide residents with
more convenient ways to interact with law enforcement.

“This app gives our community a direct line to information and
services they rely on,” Crouch said. “We want people to have
quick, reliable access to our office, whether they’re looking up
jail information, submitting a tip, or simply trying to stay
informed. It’s another step toward making the sheriff’s office
more accessible and responsive to the public.”

In addition to public-facing services, the app includes practical
information about off-duty deputy security, court security, and

SANGAMON COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE

MOBILE APP
SCAN

to download

, Downl d on the
« App Store

> éoloéie Play

employment resources. Users can also receive notifications and
stay updated on the latest safety information released by the
sheriff's office. The department emphasized that while the app
allows for tip submissions, emergencies should still be reported
through 911.

The app is part of an ongoing effort by the Sheriff's Office to
modernize communication tools and provide residents with
more user-friendly options for staying connected. It is available
for download in the App Store under the name Sangamon
County Sheriff IL. Source: www.sangamonreporter.com.
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Save with LED streetlights and traffic signals:

* Reduced energy use can result in lower energy costs.

*» Longer life span and lower maintenance costs.

* |Improved quality of light for enhanced safety and security.

through the Ameren lllinois Energy Efficiency Program.

To learn more, visit AmerenlllinoisSavings.com/Streetlights
or call 1.866.800.0747.
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LEDS DRIVE ENERGY SAVINGS Y

Lower your out-of-pocket costs while making your roadways and
intersections merry and bright! Take advantage of financial incentives
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